
  

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor David Small to the visitors and members 

of Calvary Lutheran Church : 

March 18, 2020 

Greetings to you through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

These last several weeks have brought new challenges for our nation, our state, and the communities we 

live in. In some ways, it seems like we are living in a different world than the one we inhabited just four short 

weeks ago. For many of us our daily lives have been interrupted by the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic. 

The schools that educate our children and grandchildren are closed, many people have been told to “telework” 

from home, and various businesses of our community—grocery stores, restaurants, and other shops—are 

adjusting their hours or temporarily closing altogether. The pandemic is fast moving and our responses must 

also be fast moving. 

Over the last several weeks I have spoken to you about this virus, what steps Calvary is taking, what steps 

you the congregation members should take, and that further guidance would come as new situations arise. I 

believe we are at the point that necessitates further action. I had hoped that the Church, and our congregation, 

could be a bulwark against fear and a steady place in a swirling sea of uncertainty. We still can be, but the way 

that work is to be done will take a different form for the foreseeable future. I have spoken with the 

congregational leadership about the next steps Calvary should take to ensure the health and safety of our 

congregation and how to also best serve and protect our communities at large. And so, it is with sadness and 

a heavy heart that we will be suspending all Bible studies and fellowship activities. Wednesday evening Lenten 

worship and soup suppers are also suspended. Additionally, our Sunday morning worship services will be 

modified from the current Divine Service with Communion to a non-communion prayer service at 9:30 a.m. 

and 10:30 a.m., in an effort to have fewer people at each prayer service. If you would like to receive absolution 

and take Holy Communion please make an appointment with myself. 

In my first letter to you on March 8th, I stressed how important it was to wash your hands multiple times 

throughout the day for twenty seconds at a time and to stay at home if you feel ill. Generally, right now we 

should all be trying to stay at home as much as possible and limit our contact with others. This is especially 

true for those in the most at-risk age brackets and those who have compromised immune systems. 

As we all prepare for a time of “social distancing” many people are finding that stocks of food or other 

home supplies are dwindling from store shelves. If you have a need, whether it is food, paper goods, medicine, 

etc., please call upon me, one of the elders, or someone else from the congregation. We are here to help, serve, 

and comfort each other as the Church. This is also true for any of your neighbors and friends. 

It is also highly suggested that you set up an email address if you do not already have one. There are many 

providers, with Google’s gmail being a very common one. Your telephone, cable, or internet provider may 

also have an email address for you already set up. Please take this time to call or email the church or myself 

to ensure your contact information (address, home phone number, cell phone number, email address) are 

updated. We are also researching ways to video record or live stream a shortened service, sermon, or Bible 

readings. These would be posted to the church’s Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube page. 



 

I want to say how much I love and thank God for each of you, who have made Calvary your home and 

have given so much to support the congregation’s ministry through your time, your abilities, and your tithes. 

You are the Church. You are God’s people made holy through baptism, and this Church of God’s will stand 

through disease, famine, or persecution. God’s Church will not falter. It is built on the rock of the Almighty 

God and it cannot be moved away from his grasp. 

In Summation: 

• Stay at home as much as feasible, especially if you are in a high-risk age bracket, have a 

compromised immune system, or if you feel ill 

• If you are sick with a respiratory illness, call your primary care physician for guidance 

• Wash your hands several times a day for twenty seconds at a time 

• If you have any need for food, medication, or household supplies, please let me or someone 

else from the congregation know 

• Update and verify your contact information (address, cell phone number, home phone 

number, email address) with the church office or myself 

• Care for yourselves spiritually, mentally, and physically by praying, reading devotions, reading, 

doing puzzles, or basic home calisthenics 

• Until further notice: 

o Bible studies, fellowship activities, and mid-week services are suspended 

o Sunday services are modified into a short, non-Communion prayer-service at 9:30 a.m. 

and 10:30 a.m. in an effort to limit the number of people at any one time 

▪ If you desire Absolution and the Lord’s Supper, please make an appointment 

with the pastor 

We are looking into several methods right now to contact people via email, phone call, and text. We are 

also researching ways of online giving to make tithing easier. You may, of course, mail your tithe into the 

church office. Several people already do this on a regular basis. 

My home phone number is 609-451-5324; and my email address is dsmall@calvary-medford.org; once 

again, please contact me and let me know how I and the congregation can best serve you at this time. 

Psalm 91 says: 9 Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—the Most High, who is my refuge; 
10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent. 11 For he will command his angels 

concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

And in Psalm 46 we read: 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will 

not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 3 though its 

waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  

Our hope, our refuge, our dwelling place is with the Lord Most High through the death and resurrection 

of his Son Jesus Christ and in the promises made for us in Baptism, when we were given the Holy Spirit and 

made God’s children. In every day and in every way, we entrust our lives to his care and mercy. Never forget 

that you are his, and he has given us each other to love, comfort, and support one another. 

God bless you, 

 

David Small, Pastor 


