
 

From the Desk of Pastor David Small to the visitors and members 

of Calvary Lutheran Church : 

March 8, 2020 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Many of us are currently following the news surrounding the 

transmission and spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) throughout various parts of the world, our nation, 

and our state. Many are asking, “How do I best protect myself from this illness?” and asking about their 

churches, “How do we serve the community who worships in our congregation and help prevent this virus 

from spreading as a result of our actions?” In any time of illness these are good questions to ask and think 

about. 

As your pastor I take the call to shepherd and protect the flock of Calvary Lutheran Church very seriously. I 

am reading and studying all available guidance from our church denomination and other church bodies; I 

have also been in communication with other pastors regarding the best practices to prevent and respond to 

COVID-19, as well as other times of trouble when we are called upon to care for and serve our community. 

We should take the lead of our public health officials and encourage everyone to wash their hands with soap 

and water, use hand sanitizer when available, and stay home if you feel ill. If you feel ill and would like to be 

mentioned in the Prayers of the Church during worship, or if you desire a visit from myself or an elder, please 

call or email the church office. You may also feel comfortable in refraining from shaking anyone’s hand 

during our “Sharing of the Peace” time in Sunday worship.  

Remember that we are still in the early stages of this time, and please also keep in prayer our most vulnerable 

populations: the sick, the infirm, and the elderly. Keep also in prayer all medical and public health 

professionals, our governmental officials, and your pastoral and congregational leadership as we seek God’s 

wisdom and guidance in our lives. We are reminded that God is present in our worship, at the altar, and in 

our lives. As we trust God and his provision for our lives, do not feel panicked or fearful. He is present in 

times of bounty, peace, and health, and He is present in times of want, anxiety, and illness. We shall not fear 

or act rashly because He is our ever-present present help, our rock, and our refuge; and we shall continue to 

pray that in all ways, His will be done, and that He provide opportunities for us to show the love and care he 

has given to us through His Son, Jesus Christ, to the community that surrounds us. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have, and keep in mind that further guidance or 

responses may follow. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor David Small 


