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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It is my earnest prayer that you are remaining healthy and that 

you are enduring this time of uncertainty and anxiety in the 

peace, patience, and hope that our Lord brings. 

In all times and in all ways our Lord and our God Jesus 

Christ is watching out for us and is protecting us as a 

shepherd protects his flock. 

It is indeed unfortunate that we are unable to gather this year 

for our regular Holy Week services: Palm Sunday, Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. Although we 

desire to be with one another, it is out of love for our 

neighbor, for our families, and for our communities that we 

do not as we all work together to arrest and delay the spread 

of the current pandemic from affecting more people. 

We will each have stories to tell of how we are affected; no 

family will remain untouched in one way or another by these 

current events. Yet in these days we keep and maintain our 

focus on Christ and on the hope that he brings in his death 

and resurrection. These are powerful stories and it is my 

prayer that you and I are able to share these stories as well as 

the hope that we have with our neighbors, our families, and 

our communities who are in the darkness of fear and anxiety. 

Please use the following devotions and hymns this week as 

we prepare for and celebrate our Lord’s death and 

resurrection, in which we are saved and granted eternal life. 

May the Lord continue to bless you and keep you, 

 

 
David Small, Pastor 



Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020 
Read Psalm 118:19-21, 24-26 (CSB)  
Read John 12:12–26 (CSB)  
12 The next day, when the large crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took palm branches and went out to meet him. They kept 

shouting: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord—the King of 

Israel!”… 23a Jesus replied to them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains by itself. But if it dies, it produces much fruit. 25 The one who loves his life will 

lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone 

serves me, he must follow me. Where I am, there my servant also will be. If anyone 

serves me, the Father will honor him.  

 
Palm Sunday Devotion 
One of our annual traditions, much beloved in many congregations around the 

world, is waving the palm fronds on Palm Sunday and imagining ourselves as one of 
the crowds. We praise our Lord every Sunday, in fact, every day, for his gifts and for 
coming to us, and so it is natural that we imagine ourselves as one of those who are 
cheering him, waving palms at him, and shouting, “Hosanna!” and proclaiming Jesus 
to be the king of blessedness, sent from the Lord.  

The crowds were not the only people present that day. The religious leaders, 
the Pharisees, were also there, bemoaning to one another that perhaps they had missed 
their chance, their opportunity to arrest and publicly shame or humiliate Jesus, if not 
more. There were also some Gentiles present, called “Greeks,” who had come to 
Jerusalem for the feast and to worship. All they desired was to see Jesus. 

In response to this request Jesus divulges his purpose. Amid the joyous and 
triumphal entry, he says that his hour has come, and that death must precede life and 
fruit. What a turnabout! What did those crowds go out to see? More signs in the form 
of miracles? What did those Greeks hope to see? And what does our Lord show us 
instead? Whatever it is we desire to see or hear or know, God will always tell us what 
we need to see, to hear, and to know. No more, no less.  

Jesus has been glorified in death because he did not deserve to die. He has been 
glorified in death because it was a pure and holy sacrifice of love for us. He has been 
glorified in death because he has risen from the grave and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. His death has produced the fruit of salvation in our lives and for us to share 



with our neighbors. In his death and resurrection, those chants of Hosanna, which in 
Hebrew means “Save us!” are made true. 
Prayer: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for being incarnate as a human being to save me. We 
pray, “Hosanna!” and you have heard our pleas. You truly are blessed in the name of 
the Lord. Be with us now in our time of need and grow in us the fruits of salvation, 
peace, faith, hope, and love. Allow us to die to our sins so we may be raised into life 
with you. In your name, Amen. 
 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday – April 9, 2020 
Read Isaiah 43:10-25 (CSB)  
John 13:1–7, 12-16, 34-35 (CSB)  
1 Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2 Now when it was time for supper, the devil had already put it into the heart of 

Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray him. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given 

everything into his hands, that he had come from God, and that he was going back to 

God. 4 So he got up from supper, laid aside his outer clothing, took a towel, and tied it 

around himself. 5 Next, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet 

and to dry them with the towel tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked 

him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I’m doing you 

don’t realize now, but afterward you will understand.” 12 When Jesus had washed their 

feet and put on his outer clothing, he reclined again and said to them, “Do you know what 

I have done for you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are speaking rightly, 

since that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done for you. 16 “Truly I tell you, a servant is not greater than his 

master, and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 34 “I give you a new 

command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one 

another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.”  

 

Devotion 
You may have heard it said: “Practice makes perfect.” I am here to tell you 

something else. This piece of advice was passed down to me from a baseball coach: 
Practice makes permanent. There are some instances when we repeat an action over 
and over again and we get better at it. We gain efficiency, or we know how to do it 



better because of the mistakes we’ve made in the past. That is all true. At the same 
time, if you start out doing something the wrong way, and no one is there to teach you 
how to do it correctly, you will continue to do it wrongly. You’ll simply be better at 
doing it wrongly. I know from personal experience with my baseball swing, which my 
coach was trying to correct. I had practiced and practiced it, but I was not swinging the 
bat correctly. Someone had to step in and how me the right way. 

Jesus steps into our lives and shows us how to live: with humility, with grace, 
with forgiveness. We don’t always get there, to be sure. In fact, each and every day 
there is a way that we fail to live our lives as Jesus did. We cannot perfectly emulate 
him because we are not perfect. But he shows us anyways. He shows us on this night, 
the night when he is about to be betrayed, and he stoops to wash the feet of his 
disciples. He takes the position of servant and humbles himself. This night he tells his 
disciples: People will know you are mine because you love one another and serve one 
another, as I have served you. People will know you, know me, and know you are 
mine by your love. 

Jesus served his disciples by washing their feet, and he still serves us by giving 
us his body and blood to eat and drink in, with, and under the bread and wine. This is 
his ultimate act of devotion: giving himself to us in death and in life, so that you and I 
can share in his life. Giving himself to us as a servant, so that we might serve him by 
serving one another.  
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for showing us how to live. We know that we will fail 
and will not always live as you have shown us. Please forgive us for your sake and 
keep us in your care. Show us what it means to serve, to love, and to forgive. In you 
name, Amen. 
 

Good Friday – April 10, 2020 
Lamentations 2:15–17 (CSB)  
15 All who pass by scornfully clap their hands at you. They hiss and shake their heads at 

the daughter of Jerusalem: Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty, the 

joy of the whole earth? 16 All your enemies open their mouths against you. They hiss 

and gnash their teeth, saying, “We have swallowed her up. This is the day we have 

waited for! We have lived to see it.” 17 The LORD has done what he planned; he has 

accomplished his decree, which he ordained in days of old. He has demolished without 

compassion, letting the enemy gloat over you and exalting the horn of your adversaries.  

 

 



Matthew 27:32–50 (CSB)  
32 As they were going out, they found a Cyrenian man named Simon. They forced him to 

carry his cross. 33 When they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of the 

Skull), 34 they gave him wine mixed with gall to drink. But when he tasted it, he refused 

to drink it. 35 After crucifying him, they divided his clothes by casting lots. 36 Then they 

sat down and were guarding him there. 37 Above his head they put up the charge against 

him in writing: This Is Jesus, the King of the Jews. 38 Then two criminals were crucified 

with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 Those who passed by were yelling 

insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and 

rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him and 

said, 42 “He saved others, but he cannot save himself! He is the King of Israel! Let him 

come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God 

rescue him now—if he takes pleasure in him! For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 In 

the same way even the criminals who were crucified with him taunted him. 45 From noon 

until three in the afternoon darkness came over the whole land. 46 About three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?” that is, “My 

God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 47 When some of those standing there 

heard this, they said, “He’s calling for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a 

sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and offered him a drink. 49 But the rest 

said, “Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 But Jesus cried out again with a loud 

voice and gave up his spirit. 51 Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two 

from top to bottom, the earth quaked, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs were also 

opened and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 And they 

came out of the tombs after his resurrection, entered the holy city, and appeared to many. 
54 When the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and the things that had happened, they were terrified and said, “Truly this 

man was the Son of God!”  

 

Devotion 
Israel was God’s child, called his firstborn among the nations, and Jerusalem 

was her jewel and royal diadem. She was called beautiful; she was to be the joy of the 
earth. Yet, for the unfaithfulness of her and her people, Jerusalem and all of Israel was 
destroyed and lay in ruins. People mocked the nation and heaped scorn upon 
Jerusalem and the people as they wailed and lamented the destruction. 

Jesus’ own death is prefigured in Jerusalem’s destruction. Jesus is the Father’s 
only-begotten Son. Unlike Israel, he is faithful even to the last. Even now, on the cross, 
Jesus is faithful in obeying the will of the Father and being a servant, even to the point 



of death. He remains faithful on the cross, calling out to his Father. Even in the middle 
of his pain and suffering he does not turn away from his Father. He cries out, quoting 
from Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” And then, his body 
gives way to death. His spirit is given up, and he is dead. Our God dies. For us all. 

Jesus, the only-begotten, true God of true God, is dead. But his death inaugurates 
a new era. The covenant has been satisfied, and in this new era there is no need for a 
curtain between God and mankind, so the curtain separating the Holy of Holies in the 
temple is torn from top to bottom. Death has no reign over God’s people and tombs are 
opened and those who were dead are found alive. In response to these happenings, a 
centurion observing Jesus on the cross could only say, “Truly this man was the Son of 
God!” as he and his compatriots watched in horror and fear over what had happened.  

What had happened is the fulfillment of God’s promises, and the beginning of a 
new age. Fear, death, and sin, appear to have won the day, but are in fact defeated for 
all who believe. 
Prayer: Dear Father, words cannot express our thankfulness for the sacrifice of your 
Son as our Passover Lamb. You abandoned him on the cross so we would not be 
abandoned to our sin; we forever know your love and mercy through this act. In your 
Son’s name we pray, Amen. 

 
Holy Saturday – April 11, 2020 
Read Isaiah 53:3–9 (CSB)  
Matthew 27:57–66 (CSB)  
57 When it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph came, who himself had 

also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’s body. Then 

Pilate ordered that it be released. 59 So Joseph took the body, wrapped it in clean, fine 

linen, 60 and placed it in his new tomb, which he had cut into the rock. He left after rolling 

a great stone against the entrance of the tomb. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

were seated there, facing the tomb. 62 The next day, which followed the preparation day, 

the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember 

that while this deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So 

give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may 

come, steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last 

deception will be worse than the first.” 65 “You have a guard of soldiers,” Pilate told 

them. “Go and make it as secure as you know how.” 66 They went and secured the tomb 

by setting a seal on the stone and placing the guard.  
 



Devotion 
The chief priests and the Pharisees were worried that the disciples would try 

and play some sort of trick on everyone. Aside from Joseph of Arimathea placing a 
stone in front of the tomb, the Pharisees and their cohorts desired an armed guard and 
an official seal from Pontius Pilate, the governor.  

This did not have desired effect, but it makes Jesus’ resurrection even more of a 
miracle! God’s glory is greater for the fact that the tomb was sealed and guarded. The 
stone would have required several men to move it, and who among them, having 
witnessed the trials and purging and crucifixion of Jesus, would dare attack Roman 
soldiers and break the governor’s seal?  

The women go to the tomb on Sunday morning, not expecting a miracle. They 
expected a stone. Quite possibly, they expected to see a guarded and sealed off tomb. 
When we keep vigil tonight, what is it we are expecting? Do we see a tomb? Do we see 
guards? Do we expect, or even hope for, a miracle? Are there places and parts of our 
lives that we wish to guard and seal off, even from God?  

God has cleansed us, all of us, from sin, and no part of our lives is hidden from 
him. No amount of guarding can keep him away or delay his will. Neither sin nor 
death can stop God because he is alive and he has won the victory for us and over the 
sin and death that would command us. In his name and through his death and 
resurrection, we are freed from all sin, from all fear, and from all death. We know 
that our redeemer lives, and as he lives so shall we! 
Prayer: O God, you made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 
resurrection. You have given your only-begotten Son to overcome death and open to 
us the gate of everlasting life. Grant we also arise from death with our Lord. Amen. 
 

Easter Sunday – April 12, 2020 
Read Jeremiah 31:1–6 (CSB)  
Matthew 28:1–10 (CSB)  
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to view the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, because an angel of 

the Lord descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and 

was sitting on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as white as 

snow. 4 The guards were so shaken by fear of him that they became like dead men. 5 The 

angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who 

was crucified. 6 He is not here. For he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 

where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead and 



indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see him there.’ Listen, I have told 

you.” 8 So, departing quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell his 

disciples the news. 9 Just then Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” They came up, took 

hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid. Go and 

tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.”  

 
Devotion 
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! No matter where we are, no 

matter what troubles we have, no matter what is going on in the world around us, we 
proclaim these words to ourselves and to one another. Ponder the words of the angel, 
the first Gospel message given in this new era: “Do not be afraid! For I know whom 
you are looking for: Jesus Christ the Crucified One. He has risen from the grave, just as 
he said he would. He is not here! Go, and tell the others to meet him in Galilee.” As 
they ran to tell the others what they had seen, Jesus appears to them with the same 
message! “Do not be afraid!” We live in a fear-filled world, and the message given to 
us is “Do not be afraid!” It is a message of hope. It is a message that proclaims a future. 

The Father has resurrected Jesus and in doing so has given you and I a future of 
life apart from the sins of our past. The death which you and I deserve was heaped 
upon Jesus, and his resurrection has robbed it of its power over you and me. We shall 
not fear because he is alive. 

We have been made his brothers and sisters in his death. Jesus, our King, born 
to Mary, who grew up, who hungered, who wept, who thirst, who suffered, and died, is 
our brother. And as our brother, we share with him the inheritance of life, hope, and a 
future. 
Prayer: Almighty God, the Father, through Jesus Christ you have overcome death and 
opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Bless us with faith so that we may also be 
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving spirit. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
the King who is Crucified and the King who is Resurrected, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  



(Palm Sunday) Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

  



Lenten Hymn: 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

  



Hymn: 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



 (Good Friday) Hymn: 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 

  



 (Easter Sunday) Hymn: 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Easter Hymn: 463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Easter Hymn: 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain 



Hymn: 718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  



Hymn: 907 God Himself Is Present 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
 

  



Hymn: 791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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