
 

From the Desk of Pastor David Small to the visitors and members 

of Calvary Lutheran Church : 

 

9 May 2020 

 

Greetings in the name and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

He is risen! He is risen, indeed, Alleluia! 

I thank God for each one of you, whether you are members of Calvary Lutheran or have recently 

attended our worship services (either in-person prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, or viewing our 

services and devotions online). If you have not done so already, please take a moment to “Like” our 

Facebook page and subscribe to our YouTube channel. Once we reach 100 subscribers on YouTube we 

can apply for a custom URL to make it easier for everyone to find. On either Facebook or YouTube 

search for “Calvary Lutheran Church Medford NJ” to find us. 

I have sorely missed gathering together with you on Sunday mornings to worship our risen Lord and 

sing his praises. I have missed our Bible studies and learning more about God and his Word with you. I 

have missed being able to visit you in your homes to bring Holy Communion to those who are unable to 

join us at our regular Sunday worship. 

I know that this time has been difficult for many of you. During this unprecedented time, every 

person has their own experiences and stories. We have all been affected by this pandemic in one way or 

another. Perhaps it is the feeling of isolation as we are unable to meet together and socialize with 

friends. This isolation is also felt in how many are unable to work; conversely, the essential workers are 

under extreme stress as they are working extended hours. And yet, even as much of our society has 

slowed down, life still goes on. People around us, perhaps ourselves, are still being treated for new or 

ongoing medical issues unrelated to COVID-19. Children and grandchildren still need care and 

education. Even as the infection rates trend downward, the most vulnerable in our communities and 

society are still at risk. 

In the middle of all of these things: whether we mean the pandemic, additional health issues, stresses 

about jobs, or children or family members far away, we must have an answer for the hope that is within 

us (1 Peter 3:15). This hope is profoundly needed at this exact moment and the Lord has given you to 

your friends, loved ones, and neighbors to share this with them. You, your families, your loved ones and 

friends, have been given this hope through Jesus Christ and can cast all your cares upon the Lord 

because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7; Psalm 55:22). 



 

In various ways we are caring for our friends and neighbors, whether it is by helping them with 

groceries to keep them safe, forgoing the different desires and comforts we would normally enjoy in 

order to “flatten the curve,” or simply by giving them a call and letting them know we love them and are 

thinking about them. 

There is much talk around our nation and in the news regarding the “re-opening” of each individual 

state. This pandemic has seen steps taken that are unprecedented in our lifetimes in order to keep people 

healthy and safe and to keep the health care system from being overloaded. 

As various sectors of our lives and economy “re-open”, I know that many people will ask when the 

Church will resume public Sunday worship. As the shepherd of Calvary Lutheran, it is my duty and 

calling to protect the flock; this calling to steward and protect the Lord’s flock is both spiritual and 

physical. I have discussed the issue of “re-opening” with the congregational leadership, and the 

consensus is that we will be in discussion with other area churches, listen to what local public health 

officials are advising, and will continue to follow Governor Murphy’s executive orders regarding 

meeting sizes and physical distancing. Due to the nature of the pandemic there is no specific timeline for 

the resumption of public worship. Like Noah in the ark as the waters receded, we are patient and trusting 

in our Lord to bring this to an end, and when the conditions are right, public worship will resume 

(Genesis 8:8-12). Our gatherings and our worship service is not like other public spaces or businesses, 

and our decision-making process reflects that. When the decision to begin gathering together again is 

made, a letter or notice will be sent to update you, along with any other practices we may put into place 

to minimize risk and ensure the safety and health of our congregation.  

It is my sincere hope and prayer that this letter finds you safe, healthy, and cared for. Although I 

have made it my mission to contact you throughout the weeks, please reach out to me if you have any 

physical or spiritual needs. If you would like a special prayer or to make an appointment for prayer or 

devotion time in the sanctuary, please contact me. I, along with the whole of Calvary Lutheran Church, 

am willing to serve you and care for you. If you need groceries, medication, or other household goods, 

we would love to serve you. If you have other needs, please allow your fellow Christians the opportunity 

to aid you in your time of need, for it is in those moments when we are weak that Christ’s power and 

grace is made perfect (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).  

In the meantime, many of you have been very diligent in sending in your tithes. Thank you for your 

support of your church. The Church is God’s gift for you, and you are God’s gift for the church. I am 

enclosing more pre-addressed and pre-stamped envelopes to help make your giving a little easier. 

May the Lord continue to bless you and keep you safe and healthy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor, turn his face towards you in mercy, and give you peace. Amen. 

In Christ, 

 

David Small, Pastor 


